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INTRODUCTION TO COMPARATIVE POLITICS 
Political Science 0300 

University of Pittsburgh • Spring 2021 
TuTh 12:10PM - 1:00PM [Zoom] 

 
Professor: Iza (Yue) Ding 
Email: yud30@pitt.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 1:30-3:30pm on Zoom and by appointment via email.  
Office Hour Zoom Link: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/96478772793 
 
TA: Julie O’Hara 
Email: jmo76@pitt.edu  
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 2-3pm on Zoom or by appointment via email 
Office Hour Zoom Link: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/91455449837 
 
Course Description 
This course introduces students to important questions, theories, and concepts in comparative politics, 
as well as basic tools of comparative political analysis. It explores competing theoretical explanations 
for important phenomena in world politics, such as economic development, democratization, 
democratic breakdown, social revolution, political violence, and good governance. It also explores 
debates about the role of political institutions (e.g., presidential/parliamentary systems, political parties, 
and electoral systems), states, civil society, and identity in shaping political outcomes. These theoretical 
debates are examined through an analysis of cases from across the globe, including Africa, the 
Americas, Asia, Europe, and the Middle East. It also examines the United States in comparative 
perspective. In addition to knowledge of countries and history, this course teaches students how to 
be a critical consumer of political information, how to use the scientific method to analyze politics, 
and how to produce sound political analysis. Introduction to Comparative Politics fulfills two General 
Education requirements: Social Science and International/Foreign Culture (COM). 
 
Online Format in Spring 2021 
Lectures take place synchronously on Zoom every Tuesday and Thursday between 12:10PM-1:00PM. 
The Zoom-Room will open at noon. Zoom links for the course are in the “Zoom” Folder on Canvas. 
Lectures will be recorded and made available on Canvas two hours following the end of class. (In the 
unlikely event of Internet failure on the instructor’s end, a video of the lecture will be posted online 
by the end of the day.) It is the student’s choice whether to participate synchronously or watch/listen 
to the recording. You are encouraged to participate synchronously if you can. 
 
How to Participate on Zoom  
In each session the instructor will lecture for about 40-45 minutes and save 5-10 minutes at the end 
to answer student questions. During the lecture, students can raise questions in the Chat box. Students 
should feel free to address and build on questions raised by other students in the Chat box, for 
conversation’s sake. To answer a question raised by the instructor, students should use the Raise Hand 
function, and the TA or the instructor will randomly select students to speak. (Note that your live 
participation will be recorded on Zoom.) The instructor may also use the Zoom Polling feature to 
engage with the students. Students should keep their microphones on Mute during the lecture, but 
they are encouraged to keep the Video on, especially when they are invited to speak to the class. 
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Friday Recitation Section 
Students are also required to attend the recitation section they are enrolled in, held on Zoom on Friday: 
 

PS 0300-1110, F 10-10:50 am    Zoom: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/93043869562 
PS 0300-1115, F 11:05-11:55 am   Zoom: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/98740112568 
PS 0300-1150, F 1:15-2:05 pm    Zoom: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/95206107590 
PS 0300-1155, F 2:20-3:10 pm    Zoom: https://pitt.zoom.us/j/98673948257 

 
Recitation sections are discussion-based, and will not be recorded. Students are highly encouraged to 
participate synchronously in recitation. An asynchronous option is available for those who cannot 
attend at the scheduled time. Students must attend the recitation section they registered for, and will 
be allowed to miss one recitation or asynchronous assignment for any reason without grade 
penalization.  
 
Readings 
All the readings are available in the “Files” folder on Canvas, listed under the week they are assigned. 
There are no required purchases for this course. Students who wish to purchase a textbook to aid their 
learning may use Comparative Politics by David Samuels. 
 
Assignments, Expectations, and Grading 

• Weekly Quizzes (15%) 
o A weekly quiz (multiple choice, true/false, or short answers) will be posted on Canvas 

every Monday night and it will close on Thursday at 11:59PM. Quizzes are based on 
the readings and lectures of the week. It is a helpful exercise to retain basic information 
from the week’s materials. There are no quizzes in the first week and in the two weeks 
with self-care days. 

• In-Class Midterm Exam (20%) 
o An in-class, open-book midterm exam will be held on March 16th. The exam may 

consist of multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and essay questions (more details 
forthcoming). The midterm will cover all course material from the first half of the 
class.  

o In general, we do not allow alternative exam dates. Students who cannot take the 
midterm during class should reach out to the TA as soon as they can. 

• In-Class Final Exam (25%) 
o An in-class, open-book final exam will take place during Finals week. Timing of the 

final will be announced by the Registrar’s office during the semester. The final exam 
will cover all materials from the course, including readings, lectures, and recitation 
sections. 

• Final Paper (30%) 
o A 6-8 page final paper is due during Finals week. Topics for the final paper will be 

distributed in the second half of the semester. 
o Late Policy: All late papers will be marked down a third of a grade for each day 

following the due date. After a week, it will no longer be accepted. TAs are not 
responsible for submission errors or corrupted/unreadable electronic files. Any 
unreadable assignment submitted will be marked late and dated to when a readable 
version is received. We understand that students may confront unexpected health or 
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logistical difficulties due to the COVID-19 pandemic. If circumstances make it 
difficult for you to complete an assignment on time, contact your TA. If possible, do 
so in advance of the deadline (cases for extensions are less likely to be accepted when 
made the day of or after the deadline). We will be as flexible as possible in providing 
extra time to do those who need it. 

• Participation and Recitation (10%) 
o Students are required to attend a mandatory recitation section on Friday. Attendance 

will be taken in the section. Students who cannot attend section should complete an 
assignment by the end of their scheduled section. Students are allowed one absence 
from their recitation during the semester. In the asynchronous modality, the absence 
equates to not turning in the assignment. Please keep your TA apprised of any 
circumstances that might prevent you from attending section.  

o Section participation is scored between 0-10, and it is evaluated on both quantity and 
quality. 

  
How to Use Canvas  

• Under the “Files” folder, you will find fourteen subfolders, each dedicated to one week’s 
materials. In these folders you will find the week’s readings and slides. There will be one set 
of slides for each week (2 lectures), and they will be uploaded by the end of Thursday. 

• Videos of lectures will appear under the “Panopto” Folder hours after the lecture. 
• Under the “Files” folder, you will also find the most up-to-date syllabus. The instructor might 

occasionally update the syllabus during the semester, for example, if the school’s pandemic 
policies change, if scheduling conflicts arise, and if interesting topics emerge during course 
discussion. The instructor will inform the students of any syllabus change, and students should 
always refer to the syllabus in the Files folder for information on the course. 

• All quizzes and exams will take place on Canvas. The first quiz will be held in week 2. In-class 
exams will be held on Zoom and taken on Canvas. 

• Important notifications will be sent from Canvas and be posted under the “Announcement” 
section. Students should regularly check their Pitt emails or the Announcement section on 
Canvas for communication from the instructor and TA.   

• Students can ask substantive questions about the course by posting in the “Discussions” 
section on Canvas. The instructor and TA will regularly check the Discussion board to answer 
questions. Students are also encouraged to respond to each other in Canvas discussion threads.  

• For more resources on how to use Canvas, see 
https://canvas.pitt.edu/courses/643/pages/student-resources-for-using-canvas. 

 
Class Policies 
 
Expectations 
Students are expected to do all the readings before each lecture, and to attend either synchronously or 
asynchronously all lectures and sections. They are expected to be engaged and participate in sections.  
 
Email Communications 
The instructor and TA will respond to student emails within 2 business days. Students should check 
their Pitt email regularly for class announcements.   
 
Grade Appeals 
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Students who wish to appeal a grade they’ve received must do so in writing. The written document 
should explain why they believe they deserve a different grade than the one they received, submit the 
appeal to their TA, who will then schedule a time to meet with the student to discuss their appeal. A 
final decision will be made in consultation with the instructor.  
 
Academic Integrity  
Students in this course are expected to comply with the University of Pittsburghʹs Policy on Academic 
Integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, or other acts of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Any student 
suspected of violating this obligation for any reason during the semester will be required to participate 
in the procedural process, initiated by the instructor, as outlined in the University Guidelines on 
Academic Integrity. More information and the complete policy can be found at 
http://www.provost.pitt.edu/info/ai1.html. 
 
Accommodations  
If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an accommodation, you are encouraged 
to contact both me and the Office of Disability Resources and Services (DRS), 140 William Pitt Union, 
(412-648-7890, 412-228-5347 for P3 ASL users), drsrecp@pittedu, as early as possible in the term. 
DRS will verify your disability and determine reasonable accommodations for this course. For more 
information, please see https://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/drs/ 
 
Health and Safety 
Due to the ongoing pandemic, our class will meet entirely online. This course has an assigned 
classroom (G24 Cathedral of Learning). You may attend from your laptop/devise in this room when 
in-person classes are permitted. When on campus, it will be extremely important that you abide by 
public health regulations and University of Pittsburgh health standards and guidelines. At a minimum, 
this means you must wear a face covering and comply with physical distancing requirements; other 
requirements may be added by the University during the semester. These rules have been developed 
to protect the health and safety of all community members. Failure to comply with these requirements 
will result in you not being permitted to attend class in person and could result in a Student Conduct 
violation. For the most up-to-date information and guidance, please visit coronavirus.pitt.edu and 
check your Pitt email for updates before each class. 
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SCHEDULE & READINGS 
 
Week 1: Introduction to Comparative Politics   
 
Jan 19 (Tu): What is Comparative Politics? 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to comparative politics as a subfield in political science, and political 
science as one discipline in the social sciences, and social sciences as a family in the sciences. 

 
Jan 21 (Th): Why and How to Read, Write, and “Compare” 
Goals 

1. Explain the difference between normative reasoning and positive reasoning.  
2. What is a theory? How does a theory differ from an opinion or a fact? How does causation 

differ from correlation? 
3. Introduce students to the comparative method. 
4. Introduce students to best practices in reading critically and efficiently and writing clearly and 

effectively. 
Readings 

• David Samuels, “Doing Comparative Politics,” in Comparative Politics (Pearson, 2013), 2-27 
(Chapter 1). 

• George Orwell, “Politics and the English Language.” 
 
 
Week 2: The Politics of Economic Development   
 
Jan 26 (Tu): Modernization Theory and Its Critics 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to modernization theory.  
2. Introduce students to critiques of modernization theory. 
3. Short introduction to Moldova.  

Readings 
• W. W. Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto (Cambridge University 

Press, 1960), 4-16 (Chapter 2). 
• Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, Modernization, Cultural Change, and Democracy: The Human 

Development Sequence (Cambridge University Press, 2005), 15-47 (Chapter 1), 48-61 (part of 
Chapter 2). 

 
Jan 28 (Th): Challenges to Modernization Theories: The International System and 
Dependency 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to theories about how capitalism and development depended on coercive 
institutions such as slavery.  

2. Short introduction to dependency theory and world systems analysis. 
3. Short introduction to Trinidad and Tobago. 

Readings  
• Albert Hirschman, National Power and the Structure of Foreign Trade (University of California Press, 

1980 [1945], 13-17; 34-40. 
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• Eric Williams, Capitalism and Slavery (UNC Press, 2014 [1944]), 3-29 (Chapter 1). 
 
 
Week 3: The Politics of Late Development: State- vs Market-Led   
 
Feb 2 (Tu): The Invisible Hand and Its Critics 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to theories about market-led development, with property rights as a key 
institution to prosperity. 

2. Introduce students to critiques of market-led development and non-institutional explanations 
for the variation in development around the world. 

Readings 
• Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson, Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and 

Poverty (New York: Crown Publishers, 2012), 7-83. 
• Jeffrey Sachs, “Government, Geography, and Growth: The True Drivers of Economic 

Development,” Foreign Affairs (Sep/Oct 2012). 
 
Feb 4 (Th): State-Led Development 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to theories about state-led economic development. 
2. Short introduction to economic development in Japan and South Korea. 

Readings 
• Chalmers Johnson, “Political Institutions and Economic Performance: The Government-

Business Relationship in Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan.” In Frederic C. Deyo, ed. The 
Political Economy of the New Asian Industrialism (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1987), 136-164. 

• Mariana Mazzucato, The Entrepreneurial State: Debunking Public vs. Private Sector Myths (Anthem, 
2013), Chapter 1.   

 
 
Week 4: Democracy and Democratization 
 
Feb 9 (Tu): Theories of Democratization 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to prominent theories of democratization: economic, social, and political 
origins. 

2. Short introduction to British democratization. 
Readings 

• Robert Dahl, Polyarchy (Yale University Press, 1971), pp. 1-9; 14-40; 48-61. 
• Seymour Martin Lipset, “Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and 

Political Legitimacy,” American Political Science Review 53, No. 1 (March 1959), pp. 69-105. 
• Sheri Berman, “How Democracies Emerge: Lessons from Europe,” Journal of Democracy 18, 

No. 1 (January 2007): 28-41. 
 
Feb 11 (Th): Waves of Democratization 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to contemporary and historical waves of democratization. 
2. Introduce students to theories about the international origins of democratization.  
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Readings 
• Samuel P. Huntington, The Third Wave (University of Oklahoma Press, 1991), 31-46; 59-108. 
• Seva Gunitsky, “Democracy’s Future: Riding the Hegemonic Wave,” The Washington Quarterly 

41, no. 2 (2018), 115-135. 
 
Week 5: Democratic Breakdown  
 
Feb 16 (Tu): Theories of Democratic Breakdown 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to theories of democratic breakdown. 
2. Short introduction to Venezuela.  

Readings 
• Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, How Democracies Die (Crown, 2018), 1-10; 97-175.   
• Corey Robin, “Democracy Is Norm Erosion.” 

 
Feb 18 (Th): Theories of Democratic Backsliding 
Guest Speaker: Dan Sands de Kadt (UC Merced) 
Goals 

3. Introduce students to the theories and discussions about democratic backsliding/erosion in 
recent years. 

4. Short introduction to South Africa. 
Readings 

• Nancy Bermeo, “On Democratic Backsliding.” Journal of Democracy 27, no. 1 (2016), 5-19. 
• Iza Ding and Dan Slater, “Democratic Decoupling,” Democratization (forthcoming 2021). 
• Fareed Zakaria, “Illiberal Democracy,” Foreign Affairs 76, No. 6 (1997), 22-43. 

 
Mid-term OMET Survey Feb 22-28. 
 
Week 6: Electoral Systems 
 
Feb 23 (Tu): Self-Care Day. No class. No quiz. 
 
Feb 25 (Th): Presidentialism and Parliamentary Systems 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to the differences among electoral systems and their promises and pitfalls. 
Readings 

• David Samuels, “Democratic Political Regimes,” in Comparative Politics. 
• Matthew S. Shugart and John M. Carey, Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional Design and 

Electoral Dynamics (New York: Cambridge University Press), 1-15 and 28-54. 
• Juan Linz, “The Perils of Presidentialism,” Journal of Democracy 1, No. 1 (Winter 1990), 51-70. 
• Guy Lardeyret, “The Problem with PR,” in Diamond and Plattner, eds. The Global Resurgence of 

Democracy, 175-179. 
 
 
Week 7: Political Parties and Representation 
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Mar 2 (Tu): The Emergence and Tendencies of Political Parties   
Goals 

1. Introduce students to the historical emergence of political parties. 
2. Analyze political parties as oligarchic organizations and what this means for democracy.  

Readings 
• John Aldrich, Why Parties? The Origins and Transformation of Political Parties in America (University 

of Chicago Press, 1995), 3-27. 
• Robert Michels, Political Parties: A Sociological Study of the Oligarchical Tendencies of Modern Democracy 

(Free Press 1962), 353-6. 
• Giovanni Sartori, “Anti-Elitism Revisited,” Government and Opposition 13, No. 1 (1978), 67-71. 

 
Mar 4 (Th): The Rise and Consequences of Populism 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to the nebulous concept of populism. 
2. Introduce theories of populism’s rise. 

Readings 
• Rogers Brubaker, “Why Populism?.” Theory and Society 46, no. 5 (2017), 357-85. 
• Iza Ding and Marek Hlavac, ““Right” Choice: Restorative Nationalism and Right-Wing 

Populism in Central and Eastern Europe,” Chinese Political Science Review 2, no. 3 (2017), 427-
44. 

 
 
Week 8: Authoritarian Regimes 
 
Mar 9 (Tu): Varieties of Authoritarian Regimes  
Goals 

1. Introduce students to different kinds of authoritarian regimes, such as single-party regimes, 
military regimes, and monarchies. 

2. Understand how politics varies under different authoritarian regimes. 
Readings 

• Barbara Geddes, “What Do We Know About Democratization After Twenty Years?” Annual 
Review of Political Science 2 (1999), 115-144. 

• Jason Brownlee, “Hereditary Succession in Modern Autocracies,” World Politics (2007), 595-
628. 

 
Mar 11 (Th): Theories of Authoritarian Resilience and Breakdown 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to theories of authoritarian durability and authoritarian breakdown. 
2. Midterm review. 

Readings 
• Michael Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics 53, No. 3 (2001), 325-337; 356-

357. 
• Eva Bellin, “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism in 

Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics 36, No. 2 (January 2004), 139-57. 
• Andrew J. Nathan, “Authoritarian Resilience,” Journal of Democracy 14, no.1 (2003), 6-17. 

 
Week 9: States, State-Building, and State Weakness 
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Mar 16 (Tu): In-Class Midterm. 
 
Mar 18 (Th): The Imperative of State Capacity  
Goals 

1. Introduce students to the concepts of the state, state capacity, and state failure. 
2. Introduce students to the role the state plays in democratization and authoritarianism. 

Readings 
• Francis Fukuyama, “The Imperatives of State-Building,” Journal of Democracy 15, No. 2 (April 

2004), pp. 17-31. 
• Jeffry Herbst, States and Power in Africa, 11-32. 
• Juan J. Linz and Alfred Stepan, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: Southern Europe, 

South America, and Post-Communist Europe (JHU Press, 1996), Chapter 2. 
 
 
Weak 10: Revolutions that Overturn the State 
 
Mar 23 (Tu): Theories of Revolutions 
Guest Speaker: Brendan McElroy (University of Michigan) 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to different theories of revolutions, mobilization, and social movements. 
2. Introduce students to classic and contemporary cases of revolutions. 

Readings 
• Theda Skocpol, “France, Russia, China: A Structural Analysis of Social Revolutions,” in 

Skocpol, ed. Social Revolutions in the Modern World (Cambridge University Press, 1994), 133-166. 
• Timur Kuran, “Now Out of Never: The Element of Surprise in the East European Revolution 

of 1989.” 
 
Mar 25 (Th): Revolutionary Aftermaths 
Goals 

1. Consider the long-run consequences of revolutions. 
Readings 

• Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way, “The Durability of Revolutionary Regimes,” Journal of 
Democracy 24, no. 3 (2013), 5-17. 

• Katherine Verdery, “What was Socialism and Why did It Fall?” in Nikki R. Keddie, Debating 
Revolutions (New York: New York University Press, 1995), 221-243. 

 
 
Week 11: Identity Politics: Ethnicity, Nationalism, and Religion 
 
Mar 30 (Tu): The Strength of Political Identity 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to different perspectives on diverse political identities.  
2. Consider the strength and consequences of ethnicity, nationalism, and religion. 

Readings 
• Rogers Brubaker, “Ethnicity without Groups,” European Journal of Sociology 43.2 (2002): 163-

189. 
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• Anna Grzymala-Busse, “Why Comparative Politics Should Take Religion (More) Seriously.” 
Annual Review of Political Science (2012), 421-442. 

• John J. Mearsheimer, The Great Delusion: Liberal Dreams and International Realities (Yale University 
Press, 2018), Chapter 4. 

 
Apr 1 (Th): Political Violence 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to general theories of political violence. 
2. Introduce students to different theories of ethnic conflict. 

Readings 
• Ashutosh Varshney, “Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict,” in Carles Boix and Susan C. Stokes, eds., 

The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Politics (Oxford University Press, 2007), 274-294. 
 
 
Week 12: Civil Society and Social Capital 
 
Apr 6 (Tu): Good and Bad Civil Society 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to prominent theories of civil society and how they make democracy work. 
2. Introduce students to critiques of such theories. 

Readings 
• Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work (Princeton University Press, 1993), 3-17. 
• Sheri Berman, “Civil Society and the Collapse of the Weimar Republic,” World Politics 49 (April 

1997), 401-429. 
 
Apr 8 (Th): Social Capital and Social Media   
Goals 

1. Consider the role social capital plays in politics. 
2. Introduce students to theories of social media’s effect on democratic and authoritarian regimes. 

Readings  
• Robert Putnam, “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital,” Journal of Democracy 6, 

no.1, 65-78. 
• Seva Gunitsky, “Corrupting the Cyber Commons: Social Media as a Tool of Authoritarian 

Stability.” Perspectives on Politics (March 2015), 42-54. 
 
 
Week 13: Good Governance: Liberty and Equality 
 
Apr 13 (Tu): Individual and Political Rights (Liberty) 
Goals 

1. Introduce students to the evolution of different types of political rights. 
Readings 

• Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, 35-53. 
• Charles Tilly, Democracy, 1-24. 

 
Apr 15 (Th): Social Rights and the Welfare State (Equality) 
Goals 
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1. Introduce students to the development of the welfare state and social rights. 
Readings 

• T.H. Marshall, “Citizenship and Social Class,” 30-39. 
 
 
Week 14: Comparative Politics in Comparative Perspective 
 
Apr 20 (Tu): American Politics in Comparative Perspective 
Goals 

1. Apply lessons from comparative politics to American politics. 
2. Apply lessons from American politics to comparative politics. 

Readings 
• Sven Beckert and Seth Rockman, “Introduction: Slavery’s Capitalism.” In Beckert and 

Rockman, eds. Slavery’s Capitalism: A New History of American Economic Development (University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 2016), 1-27. 

• Kathy Cramer, The Politics of Resentment, 1-25 (Chapter 1) and 45-89 (Chapter 3). 
• John Mearsheimer, “Liberalism and Nationalism in Contemporary America,” PS: Political 

Science & Politics (2021). 
 

Apr 22 (Th): Course Summary 
 


